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Doctor Up Your Lawn or Garden with a Soil Test 
A soil test removes the guess work from gardening – saving time and money! Rather than 
using a trial and error approach to buying soil amendments, order a soil test from Spokane 
Conservation District (SCD) and receive specific recommendations from our soil scientist, 
Eric Choker.

Gardeners should test their soil every 2-3 years or before starting a new gardening project. 
Soil samples can be taken whenever the ground is not frozen. In the spring, tests should 
be ordered far enough ahead of planting to prepare the soil with the recommendations. 
Fall is also a useful time for testing your soils pH; a fall test will determine if lime or gypsum 
should be applied and allowed to sweeten throughout the winter creating great soil for 
spring planting. 

Using the test recommendations will help achieve the desired results in the lawn or garden 
and will prevent over fertilization.  Excess nutrients that are not utilized by the plants have 
the potential to pollute through runoff to surface waters or leaching through the soil to our 
aquifer. 

The SCD soil test is considered basic and is appropriate for most lawns and gardens. It 
includes nitrogen (N) (nitrates, ammonium, and percent organic matter), phosphorus (P), 
potassium (K), and soil pH. It also can determine particle size to reveal soil texture, and 
ability to hold water and nutrients. To test for heavy metals or suspected contamination, 
samples need to be shipped to other regional labs; the SCD Soil Scientist, Eric Choker can 
be a resource for deciphering the results and tailoring the recommendations.  

Typically an SCD soil test is returned to the gardener in one week. In the spring, the SCD 
receives a high volume of tests and results may take two weeks. Download the soil test 
instructions from sccd.org or contact soil scientist Eric Choker at eric-choker@sccd.org or 
509-535-7274. 

 Wrapping Up Another Tree & Shrub Seedling Sale
The 2013 Tree & Shrub Seedling Sale was another success. 
The Reforestation Species, Doug Fir, Ponderosa Pine and 
Western Larch sold out faster than in any previous year. 
Altogether, there were 483 orders.

The pick-up days were April 5th and 6th and our Surplus 
Sale was held at that time as well, giving customers another 
opportunity to buy native seedlings. 

Because of the popularity of the Reforestation Species, we are adding a Fall Reforestation 
Seedling Sale. To receive more information, contact Garth Davis at garth-davis@sccd.org.



New Program an Instant Success
People from all over Spokane County attended the Backyard Conservation 
Stewardship Program, hosted by Spokane Conservation District (SCD), 
Wednesday evenings in March. 

Inspired by Skagit Conservation District’s Backyard Conservation Stewardship 
Program, SCD Education Coordinator, Stacey Selcho, sought to create the same 
educational opportunity here in Spokane. She coordinated with several local 
experts from various agencies. The class and waiting list were full by the end of 
February and participants raved about the program. 

The program was designed so that participants would attend every night and finish 
with a more holistic understanding of how soil, compost, wildlife and a healthy 
garden all work together. Pre-registration for the 4 night program was inexpensive 
and included educational materials. 

Declining Trout Population Prompts 
Spokane River Fish Habitat Enhancement
Recent studies indicate there is a declining population of native Rainbow trout in 
the Spokane River, specifically Redband trout, Oncorhycchus mykiss gairdneri.  
This sub-species of the coastal rainbow trout are known to inhabit only two areas 
of the Western US.  Many factors contribute to this decline, including reduction in 
suitable spawning graves, reduced flows at critical times of the year, increased 
water temperatures, decreased dissolved oxygen levels, the presence of toxic 
levels of trace heavy metals, the introduction of non-native predatory fish such as 
smallmouth bass, and the lack of post-emergent juvenile rearing habitat.  The lack 
of rearing habitat is thought to be a significant limiting factor to population growth.

To help bolster these struggling populations, the Spokane Conservation District 
has recently partnered with Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, the 
Spokane Falls Chapter of Trout Unlimited, and others, to develop and implement 
projects to address this important declining resource.  

One proposal is to add large wood structures to the river near an active spawning 
area.  These structures would be constructed specifically to provide hiding places 
for the post-emergent juveniles.  

The structures would provide openings large enough for the juveniles to move 
through, but small enough to not allow predatory fish to enter.  Other advantages 

of these structures include shade and aquatic 
insect habitat which the juvenile fish need for 
feeding. 

If you would like more information regarding this 
project or would like to be more involved, please 
contact Charlie Peterson at 509-535-7274 or 
e-mail charlie-peterson@sccd.org.

Try Xeriscaping with 
Three of our Favorites 

Xeriscaping is gardening or landscaping 
using drought tolerant plants to help to 
eliminate the need for supplemental 
watering. This is perfect for areas such 
as ours that do not receive a lot of 
precipitation. By eliminating the need to 
constantly water your plants you save 
money and water. These plants also 
tend to be low maintenance which saves 
time as well. Xeriscaping plants are often 
native, but there are many appropriate 
non-native plants too. Below and in the 
side bar at right are some plants for you 
to try this year. For more suggestions on 
Xeriscaping check out The Green Zone 
located outside the SCD office and www.

spokanesmartscape.com.

Sedum - Always keep in mind the 
sedums; also known as stonecrops. 
There are a large variety of plants within 
this genus that will suit your needs. They 
are a perfect perennial ground cover 
but some taller varieties will remain in 
clumps. The succulent foliage varies 
in color from gold to purple to green 
depending on species and many have a 
very attractive flower in the summer. 



Karley Rose Fountain Grass - 
Lots of different drought tolerant grasses 
are available, and some native varieties 
available. Grasses can offer year around 
interest. Karley Rose offers graceful 
green arching leaves and beautiful soft 
pink flowering spikes from mid-summer 
to autumn.

Recreational Farming: small farm challenges
Small farms for recreation are abundant in Spokane County and the Spokane 
Conservation District (SCD) Livestock and Land program helps them meet challenges 
through site visits, recommendations and funding. Here’s an example.

 The SCD visited a property in January of 2012 to assess the extent of the livestock 
impacts to the riparian area and identify the pollution potential to a creek that flows 
through the property.  The site visit was at the request of the landowner, in response to 
an anonymous complaint call filed with the Washington State Department of Ecology 
(WDOE).  The 14 acre property is utilized primarily for small-farm (livestock) activities.  

The animals housed on this particular property are very important to the landowners 
as pets and for recreational activities.  The site is typical of many in Spokane County, 
where a landowner enjoys the opportunity to utilize their property for what might be 
best classified as “recreational farming,” primarily done for enjoyment.  Many of these 
activities, however, can put a lot of stress on the onsite resources as well as resources 
like streams and rivers that may flow through a property and carry to the next landowner 
downstream. 

The SCD went to work, in partnership with the WDOE and the landowners to develop 
a plan and find financial assistance to implement Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
that would address their resource concerns. The resource concerns for this landowner 
are common:

1. Mud and manure build-up around areas of heavy-use (winter feeding/watering 
areas, connecting corridors and paddocks) 

2. Drainage issues contributing to mud build-up and 
potential of manure transport into adjacent water-
body

3. Manure management issues (storage and use)

4. Riparian area impacts (loss of vegetation)

5. Pasture management issues with minimal pasture 
grass coverage (overgrazing) and undesirable fencing configuration that doesn’t allow 
for rotational grazing or let pasture areas rest and re-grow

6. Livestock Health issues (colic, thrush and laminitis) 

The SCD was able to secure funding this year to install multiple BMPs on this small 
farm. The results will benefit the landowner with a more chore efficient farm, the 
livestock with improved health and the creek with better water quality. 

If you have similar resource concerns to those described above, call for a free site visit 
and small farm assessment through our Livestock and Land program.  We may have 
funding available to you in the form of cost-share, depending on your location.  At the 
very least, you will receive some valuable recommendations, specific to your small 
farm, that you can begin implement at your own pace.  

To schedule a site visit and for more information about our programs, please contact 
Walt Edelen, 509-535-7274 or e-mail walt-edelen@sccd.org.

Oregon Grape - A native evergreen 
shrub growing 3ft tall by 5ft wide. Provides 
dense cluster of yellow flowers in early 
spring, followed by black berries. While 
not so tasty to humans these berries are 
edible and sought after by some birds. A 
very hardy plant, perfect for borders or 
understory, and usually ignored by deer.



 Firewise: Prepare Your Home and Community
The year 2012 was the hottest on record 
and wildfire records burned up the charts as 
well. As we head into summer, consider hav-
ing a Firewise assessment for your home or 
your entire neighborhood. 

Firewise assessments are free. An individual 
assessment takes a half hour to one hour of 
your time. The recommendations are yours 

to act upon as you see fit. Here are some basic landscaping tips from Firewise:

Remember that the primary goal is fuel reduction. To this end, initiate the zone 
concept. Zone 1 is closest to the structure; Zones 2-4 move progressively further 
away.

Zone 1. This well-irrigated area encircles the structure for at least 30’ on all sides, 
providing space for fire suppression equipment in the event of an emergency. 
Plantings should be limited to carefully spaced low flammability species.

Zone 2. Low flammability plant materials should be used here. Plants should be 
low-growing, and the irrigation system should extend into this section.

Zone 3. Place low-growing plants and well-spaced trees in this area, remembering 
to keep the volume of vegetation (fuel) low.

Zone 4. This furthest zone from the structure is a natural area. Selectively prune 
and thin all plants and remove highly flammable vegetation.

Specific site and home details also factor in to Firewise recommendations making 
it beneficial to have a forester come out and create an assessment rather than 
going off of basic guidelines alone. To schedule your assessment contact Garth 
Davis at garth-davis@sccd.org or 509-535-7274. 
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The Spokane Conservation District is located on the southwest corner of the 
Spokane Fairgrounds at: 210 North Havana Street, Spokane, WA 99202
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To contact a specific staff person by e-mail, please consult our staff directory 
located on our website at: www.sccd.org

All SCD programs and services are offered without discrimination.  

Got Manure?
A horse produces 40-50 lbs of manure 
a day! What are you doing with this 
valuable resource? Call the Spokane 
Conservation District (SCD) to find out 
about how you can turn this liability into 
an asset on your ranch or farm. The SCD 
offers a manure spreader rental program 
for small farms and has cost-share 
programs for waste storage facilities. 
For more information call 509-535-7274 
or e-mail walt-edelen@sccd.org.

New Program Soon to Be 
Available County-wide

The Livestock and Land program will 
be available to all residents in Spokane 
County this fall. Be sure to contact 
us with your manure, mud, and other 
livestock issues in order to address them 
before the onslaught of winter weather. 
Our expanded program will provide site 
assessments, BMP cost-share, and low 
interest loans to assist landowners.  Call 
or visit us online for more information 
509-535-7274, www.sccd.org.  


